SHIRLEY HIGH STREET —BRUISED BUT STILL STANDING, OR DOWN AND OUT?

The emergence of another Parkgate planning application has naturally awakened concerns about the state of
Shirley shopping parade. Some important shops have closed in the recession, includingWo o | w g but hbow s
have we fared compared to other parades? With claims and counter claims flying about, this is important!
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paradesalsobisected by busy main roads.

To establish théhirley benchmark | walked the Stratford Road on TuesdaySdptember between Olton Rd and
Churt Road the signpostedd ¢ 2 gy / Sy lichiddtéd 18 $dps, dutlets and frontage businesses, excluding
churches and community buildings. Of these only 11 were empty or tp8éé for Shirley against a National average
of 13% ® b2 0L dessioff TheelRively@de pav@ments, flower boxes and street furniture looked
attractive and clean, and yes there were a lot of shoppers about for a Tuesday

How does this compare tings Heath for starters? Kings Heath is comparable to Shirfesjze, but the pavements

are narrower so the fumes from the close proximity of the traffere unpleasant Kings Heath has its share of

charity shopsasmall Asda and a wider variety of shopsy Of dzZRAy 3 a2 Y S | Kutl8okinted isNB S i «a
empty/ to let units or 95% of my B6 centretotal ¢ not so good as Shirley

On toNorthfield, which has a relatively modern indoor shopping parade and rstdtiey car park as an anchor at
one end of the parade similar to the proposed location of Parkgafélith this#rawCbne might expect therest of
the parade to be doinfpirly well, but | counted 12 empty or to let units out mfy 111total. At 11% this is again
worse than Shirley.

| rememberstirchley Village parade as a vibrant strip with a good mix retailers andsome antiqgueand second
handshops. Sadly, this is not the case any more. On my walk tleriRershore Road from Bournville Lane to
Fordhouse Lankcounted P2 units with36 empty or to let, a staggering®% Parking was always diffi¢ in

Stirchley and theCoop superstore located dlazelwell Lane analongstanding development battle with Tesco has
not helped.

FnallyHay Mills, s K SNB L ¢ 2 NJ SARda hag a sugeStorerabgna éhd abthe Coventry Road parade
where | sice shopped in a traditional mix of butchers, chemists, grocers, newsagents etc. This has all.changed
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sprouted here did not appear taave any custometd-rom Asda to just past Deakin Road | counted 63 units with 13
empty or to let¢ 21%. The widening of the Coventry Road and the extra traffic has no doubt played,itsupéart

found myself asking if this could be Shirley in 10 ydars.t

So what is my verdict? Shirley appears to have the lowest percentage of empty or to let units of any of the areas
visited. For my money Shirley wins hands down as the most pleasant and attractive shoppirandreih free

parking, albeit limitedn the range of shops. We lack the variety of Kings Heath or Northfield, but is that any wonder
given the number of competing supermarkets, superstores and retail [ra&iirley?

No, the Heart of Shirley is not down and out — it was good to come back!

Of coursewe needsome TLC from the Council and soappropriatenew investment, bugs far as the future is
concerned this survey hasrengthenedmy belief that an Asdauperstorebaseddevelopment would be a disaster
for Shirleyg for our small shops and for residents.

I have no financial interest eny development| am just a resident who loves Shirley dropes that with the
passage of time my children will continue to want to live here too.

Richard WiseSeptember2010
On behalf oKeep Shirley Alive *Sourcelocal Data Comparfigures for June 2010
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