
SHIRLEY HIGH STREET – BRUISED BUT STILL STANDING, OR DOWN AND OUT? 

The emergence of another Parkgate planning application has naturally awakened concerns about the state of 

Shirley shopping parade.  Some important shops have closed in the recession, including Woolworth’s, but how 

have we fared compared to other parades?  With claims and counter claims flying about, this is important!  

Prompted by a recent ǊŜƳŀǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ²Ŝǎǘ aƛŘƭŀƴŘǎ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ !ƛŘ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ ƭƻƻƪŜŘ άǾŜǊȅ ǾƛōǊŀƴǘ 

compared to othersέ L ǎŜǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ {ƘƛǊƭŜȅ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ΨǊƛōōƻƴΩ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ 

parades also bisected by busy main roads.  

To establish the Shirley benchmark I walked the Stratford Road on Tuesday 21st September between Olton Rd and 

Church Road ς the signposted ά¢ƻǿƴ /ŜƴǘǊŜέ ŀǊŜŀΦ   I counted 138 shops, outlets and frontage businesses, excluding 

churches and community buildings. Of these only 11 were empty or to let ς 8% for Shirley against a National average 

of 13%*Φ  bƻǘ ōŀŘ ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ Ǌecession!   The relatively wide pavements, flower boxes and street furniture looked 

attractive and clean, and yes there were a lot of shoppers about for a Tuesday.    

How does this compare to Kings Heath for starters?  Kings Heath is comparable to Shirley in size, but the pavements 

are narrower so the fumes from the close proximity of the traffic were unpleasant. Kings Heath has its share of 

charity shops, a small Asda and a wider variety of shops ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƘƛƎƘ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ άƴŀƳŜǎέ, but I counted 13 

empty/ to let units or 9.5% of my 136 centre total  ς not so good as Shirley.   

On to Northfield, which has a relatively modern indoor shopping parade and multi-storey car park as an anchor at 

one end of the parade ς similar to the proposed location of Parkgate.  With this ΨdrawΩ one might expect the rest of 

the parade to be doing fairly well, but I counted 12 empty or to let units out of my 111 total.  At 11% this is again 

worse than Shirley.  

I remember Stirchley Village parade as a vibrant strip with a good mix of retailers and some antique and second 

hand shops. Sadly, this is not the case any more.  On my walk along the Pershore Road from Bournville Lane to 

Fordhouse Lane I counted 122 units with 36 empty or to let, a staggering 29%.  Parking was always difficult in 

Stirchley, and the Co-op superstore located at Hazelwell Lane and a longstanding development battle with Tesco has 

not helped.   

Finally Hay Mills, ǿƘŜǊŜ L ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфулΩǎΦ  Asda has a superstore at one end of the Coventry Road parade 

where I once shopped in a traditional mix of butchers, chemists, grocers, newsagents etc.  This has all changed.      

TƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǇǎ ŀǊŜΣ L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ŀ ǎŀŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ Ƙŀǎ ŘŜŎƭƛƴŜŘΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ά!Řǳƭǘ ǎƘƻǇέ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƙŀǎ 

sprouted here did not appear to have any customers! From Asda to just past Deakin Road I counted 63 units with 13 

empty or to let ς 21%.   The widening of the Coventry Road and the extra traffic has no doubt played its part, but I 

found myself asking if this could be Shirley in 10 years time.  

So what is my verdict?  Shirley appears to have the lowest percentage of empty or to let units of any of the areas 

visited.  For my money Shirley wins hands down as the most pleasant and attractive shopping area and with free 

parking, albeit limited in the range of shops. We lack the variety of Kings Heath or Northfield, but is that any wonder 

given the number of competing supermarkets, superstores and retail parks in Shirley?                                                                                                                                                                            

No,  the Heart of Shirley is not down and out – it was good to come back! 

Of course we  need some TLC from the Council and some appropriate new investment, but as far as the future is 

concerned this survey has strengthened my belief that an Asda superstore based development would be a disaster 

for Shirley ς for our small shops and for residents.                                                                                                                        

I have no financial interest in any development, I am just a resident who loves Shirley and hopes that with the 

passage of time my children will continue to want to live here too.   

Richard Wise  September 2010 
On behalf of Keep Shirley Alive                                                                *Source: Local Data Company figures for June 2010  
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